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Specification 

Claim 18 objected to because of the following informalities: typing error at 
second line of claim 18 using "And". Appropriate correction is required. 

Priority 

The later-filed application must be an application for a patent for an invention 
which is also disclosed in the prior application (the parent or original nonprovisional 
application or provisional application). The disclosure of the invention in the parent 
application and in the later-filed application must be sufficient to comply with the 
requirements of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12. See Transco Products, Inc. v. 
Performance Contracting, Inc., 38 F.3d 551, 32 USPQ2d 1077 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

The disclosure of the prior-filed application, Application No. 60/481324 ('324), 
fails to provide adequate support or enablement in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12 for one or more claims of this application. The '324 fails to 
provide support for the limitations recited in claims 19-20 (no specific combination of the 
elements recited in claim 19), 2-9 ( no support for a fibrous filter as recited in claim 2 
and no support of sizes of the granules and/or amounts as recited in claims 7-9), no 
support for attachment to a body of tobacco as recited in claim 1 1 , a fibrous material as 
recited in claim 12-13, and claimed granules sizes and amounts of claims 14-16. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8, 11, 13-15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Siren (US 4,350,173). Siren discloses filter material for cigarette smoke. 
The cigarette comprises of copper in granule form. (See Col. 4, lines 4-10; Col. 4, lines 
47-50). 

As for claim 2, Siren discloses at col. 4, lines 60ff (See also bridging paragraph of 
Col. 3-4) that the granules may be mixed with polymeric porous material which is 
deemed as the claimed fibrous material. 

As for claim 3-5 and 18, as shown in the examples 1-2, the granules are 
dispersed all over the filter material, hence, when forming the cigarette some granulates 
will be disposed adjacent to an end of said fibrous filter opposite said inhalation. 

As for claims 6 and 13, the claim is merely describing portions of a cigarette filter 
which would be met by Siren which discloses dispersing the granules throughout the 
fibrous material. 

As for claims 7-8 and 1 4-1 5, see Col. 4, lines 50ff disclosing a range of 0.005- 

3mm. 

As for claim 1 1 , see example 4 providing attachment to cigarettes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 16, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Siren (US 4,350,1 73). Siren is silent disclosing the amount of copper to use in the 
cigarette filter. However, in view that the copper is a result effective variable as shown 
above, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have 
conducted routine experimentation to determine the optimum amount of copper to add 
to the cigarette filter in order to provide optimum filtration of deleterious smoke 
components. Furthermore, while Srien discloses the relative weight percentage of the 
copper granules it would appear that the amount added to the filter in grams would 
depend on the weight/amount of filter/fibrous material to be treated. Hence, the claimed 
amount of 0.1 g to 1g would be dependant on or indicative of the amount of fibrous 
material to be treated. 

Claims 10, 12,17, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Siren (US 4,350,1 73) in view of Hughes et al (US 7,1 1 2,280). Siren is 
silent disclosing metals such as the claimed redox alloy media. However, Hughes 
teaches in table 1 of using KDF (a copper zinc alloy metallic particles) deemed as the 
claimed RAM for filter cigarette smoke (see application 5, disclosed in col. 22). Hence, 
at the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to have provided KDF as a means for filtering cigarette smoke in the Siren 
filter. Consequently, the proposed claim is merely using a known metal filter material to 
substitute the metal filter material of Siren in order to obtain the predictable result of 
filtering cigarette smoke. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CARLOS LOPEZ whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1 193. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 .272.1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Carlos Lopez/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1791 



